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STANHOPE  AND  NEWLANDSIDE  DISTRICT. 


Gentlemen, 

The  following  is  my  Report  for  the  year  1896  : — 

The  estimated  population  is  2,657.  The  acreage  is  24,864. 

Births.— T  he  Births  for  the  year  were  61  (29  boys  and  32  girls), 
or  a  birth-rate  of  23-41. 

Deaths. — The  Deaths  from  all  causes  were  17  males  and  22 
females  =  39,  or  a  death-rate  of  14*97. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 
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Tubercular  Disease  was  the  cause  of  three  deaths  =  i  -o8 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Other  Lung*  Diseases  caused  five  deaths  =  1*75  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 

Infant  Mortality. — There  were  four  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age.  Two  were  due  to  atelectasis  of  the  lungs;  one  to  acute 
laryngitis,  and  one  to  bronchitis. 

Zymotic  Rate.— 37 

Ages  at  Death. — There  were  four  under  one  year ;  four 
under  five  years  ;  two  over  five  and  under  15  ;  four  over  15  and  under 
25  ;  eleven  over  25  and  under  65  ;  three  over  65  and  under  70 ;  nine 
over  70  and  under  80  ;  and  two  were  over  80. 
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(A)  Table  of  Deaths  during  the  year  1896,  in  the  Stanhope  and 

Newlandside  Division  of  Weardale,  classified  according  to  diseases, 

ages,  and  localities. 
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Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  deaths  of  children 
under  5  years  of  age. 
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B.  Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  new  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
during  the  year  1896,  in  the  Stanhope  and  Newlandside  District 
of  Weardale,  classified  according  to  diseases,  ages,  and  localities. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Measles. — During  the  months  of  January  and  February  measles 
was  very  prevalent ;  there  were  no  fatal  cases. 

Erysipelas. — There  have  been  three  cases  of  erysipelas,  but 
no  deaths. 

Membranous  Croup. — One  fatal  case  in  a  child  five  years 
old,  at  the  Batts,  Frosterley. 

Influenza. — There  have  been  several  cases  of  influenza  during 
November  and  December,  but  no  fatal  cases. 

GENERAL  SANITATION. 

For  a  description  of  the  District  I  refer  you  to  previous  Reports. 
The  general  sanitation  is  satisfactory,  and  the  water  supply  is  very  good 
and  abundant. 

The  District  has  been  regularly  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
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and  by  myself.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  sanitary  work  done 
during  the  year  : — 

Nuisances. — General  nuisances  have  consisted  as  usual  of 
ashpits  and  privies  being  too  full.  In  three  cases  nuisances  occurred 
through  leakage :  these  were  put  right.  The  butchers’  middens  have 
been  well  kept  on  the  whole.  There  were  a  few  nuisances  from 
piggeries,  drains,  and  cesspools.  At  Hill  End  a  nuisance  was  caused 
by  household  rubbish  being  generally  thrown  about.  The  Council 
distributed  handbills  with  good  results. 

House  Drains. — New  house  drains  have  been  put  in  for 
some  eight  houses  at  Crawleyside,  and  for  seven  houses  at  the  Batts, 
Frosterley. 

Water  Supplies. — All  the  villages  in  my  district,  Rook- 
hope,  East  Gate,  Crawleyside,  Frosterley,  Bridge  End,  Hill  End,  and 
the  Batts,  have  good  water  supplies  from  the  hills,  and  the  public  are 
supplied  by  standpipes.  During  the  very  dry  summer  there  was  a 
scarcity  at  Hill  End  and  Bridge  End.  All  the  other  villages  had  a  good 
and  an  abundant  supply.  At  Hill  End  the  Surveyor  opened  out  the 
spring  head,  took  out  about  100  yards  of  sanitary  pipes,  and  replaced 
them  with  2  in.  cast-iron  pipes,  thus  improving  the  supply,  and  pre¬ 
venting  surface  pollution  during  heavy  rainfalls.  There  has  been  no 
scarcity  of  water  since  this  improvement  was  made.  An  additional 
standpipe  has  been  erected  for  a  block  of  houses  at  Frosterley,  and  for 
22  houses  at  Rookhope. 

Schools. --  The  sanitary  arrangements  at  the  five  schools  within 
the  district  are  fairly  good.  At  Frosterley  North  School,  two  new 
privies  for  boys  and  a  urinal  have  been  provided,  with  water  for  flushing, 
and  also  four  new  privies  for  girls,  during  the  year.  All  the  schools 
have  a  water  supply,  either  within  the  school,  or  a  standpipe  close  to 
the  school. 

New  Privies. — New  privies  have  been  provided  for  the  Mi- 
cottages,  Frosterley  ;  three  at  Crawleyside  ;  and  improvements  to 
others. 


Flooding*. — On  account  of  the  heavy  rainfall,  the  low-lying 
ground  at  the  Batts  was  flooded,  causing  the  houses  to  be  very  damp. 
In  the  school-yard  of  the  same  village,  a  surface  drain  is  very  much 
needed ;  and  the  pond  or  dam  at  Dam  Hill  should  be  drained  and  filled 
up,  as  it  is  a  nuisance. 

SewePS. — Frosterley  and  Crawleyside  have  sanitary  pipe  ven¬ 
tilated  sewers,  which  are  regularly  flushed  by  special  arrangements. 
One  of  the  old  drains  at  Hill  End  caused  a  nuisance,  but  was  imme¬ 
diately  put  in  order. 

Since  my  last  Report  the  Notification  Act  and  Byelaws  as  to  New 
Streets  and  Buildings  have  been  adopted  by  the  Council. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  same  as  recommended  in  last  year’s  Report — 

Purification  of  sewage. 

Means  of  Isolation. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  LIVINGSTONE,  M.D. 
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ST.  JOHN’S  DISTRICT. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  report  for  the  year  1896, 
together  with  the  tables  of  sickness  and  mortality. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

This  District  is  comprised  in  an  area  of  36,096  acres.  In  addition 
to  the  villages  of  Lanehead,  Cowshill,  Wearhead,  West  Black  Dene, 
Ireshopeburn,  St.  John’s  Chapel,  Daddry  Shields,  and  Westgate,  there 
are  farms  and  hamlets,  the  whole  being  surrounded  by  high  moorlands 
reaching  to  2,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The  valley  at  the 
east  part  of  the  division  is  768  feet  above  the  sea  level,  rising  at  the 
head  of  the  Wear  river  to  over  1,100  feet. 

Population. — I  have  estimated  the  population  to  be  the  same 
as  that  for  1895,  viz.,  3,400. 

In  regard  to  this  matter,  however,  it  would  be  well  to  note  what 
seems  to  be  an  error  in  the  last  Annual  Report  submitted  to  your 
Council.  In  that  Report  the  population  is  estimated  to  be  3,400,  or  70 
less  than  the  previous  year,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  migratory 
navvy  population,  brought  into  the  dale  in  connection  with  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  new  railway,  should  have  added,  at  least,  100  to  the 
estimate.  This  is  borne  out  by  the  large  number  of  both  births  and 
deaths  which  were  registered  during  that  year.  There  were  S9  births 
and  64  deaths.  The  error  becomes  still  more  apparent  when  it  is 
remembered  that  for  the  three  preceding  consecutive  years,  viz.,  1S92, 
1893,  and  1894,  the  death  rate  was  chiefly  remarkable  from  the  fact 
that  54  deaths  were  registered  for  each  of  the  years  mentioned,  while 
the  number  of  the  births  w'as  80,  75,  and  70  for  each  year  respectively. 

I  have,  however,  taken  last  year’s  estimate  as  my  guide.  While 
that  is  so,  I  would  add  that  the  working  of  the  new  railway  has,  directly 
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and  indirectly,  given  employment  to  not  a  few  whose  numbers  have, 
doubtless,  added  to  the  permanent  population. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 
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Births.— T  here  were  75  births,  42  males  and  33  females,  or 
14  less  than  in  1895. 

Deaths. — There  were  69  deaths.  The  death  rate  is  higher 
than  it  has  been  since  1890,  notwithstanding  the  estimated  decrease  in 
the  population. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  is  the  same  as  that  for  1895. 

The  Infant  Mortality,  in  relation  to  the  birth-rate  per 
1,000,  is  higher  than  last  year. 

I  he  death-rate  from  Phthisis,  as  compared  with  other  rural 
districts  exhibited  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1895,  issued  by  Dr.  Eustace 
Hill,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Durham  County  Council,  is 
very  high.  i  his  high  death-rate  does  not  include  three  deaths,  two 
from  tubercular  meningitis,  and  one  from  abdominal  tuberculosis, 
which  should  not  be  forgotten  in  the  consideration  of  this  matter. 
Including  the  deaths  from  tubercular  meningitis  and  abdominal  tuber¬ 
culosis,  the  following  table  is  instructive  and  interesting,  as  showing  the 
ages  at  which  the  deaths  from  phthisis  occurred. 

Between  1  and  5  years,  there  was  1  death. 

„  were  2  deaths. 

>>  >>  5  >> 

>>  >)  3  j> 

>>  >j  2  ,, 

,,  was  1  death. 


>> 

5  >> 

l5  » 

30 
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In  all  there  was  a  total  of  14  deaths,  or  practically  a  trifle  more  than 
one-fifth  of  all  the  deaths  registered  for  the  year  1896.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  death-rate  reaches  its  maximum  between  tbe  years  15  and  30, 
exactly  at  that  age  at  which  Phthisis  is  most  likely  to  declare  its 
existence. 

Then  the  death-rate  from  Lung*  Diseases  in  general,  although 
lower  than  that  for  1895,  is  still  high. 

This  high  death-rate  has  been  attributed  to  different  causes,  to  the 
occupation  of  the  people  as  lead  miners  generally,  to  the  close  inter¬ 
marriage  of  the  families  in  the  district,  and  to  climatic  conditions. 
These  three  combined,  greatly  intensify  a  predisposition  to  the  disease, 
and  it  is  possible  are  finding  expression  in  the  high  death-rate  from 
Phthisis  and  other  lung  troubles. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  to  what  extent  these  conditions  are  capable  of 
removal  or  mitigation.  Lead  mining  as  an  industry  in  the  district, 
seems  to  be  on  the  wane,  and  the  opening  up  of  the  dale  by  the  railway 
will  tend  to  break  down  the  system  of  close  intermarriage. 

Ages  at  Death. — Ten  were  persons  under  one  year,  six 
over  one  and  under  five,  five  over  five  and  under  fifteen,  five  over 
fifteen  and  under  twenty-five,  twenty-three  over  twenty-five  and  under 
sixty-five,  and  twenty  over  sixty-five.  Nine  deaths  took  place 
between  the  ages  of  seventy  and  eighty.  There  were  six  deaths  over 
eighty.  Three  persons  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  one  at  eighty- 
two,  and  one  at  eightv-one.  The  greatest  age  recorded  for  the  year 
was  eighty-four. 


(A)  Table  of  Deaths  during  the  year  1896  in  the  St.  John’s  Division 
of  Weardale,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Mortality  from  subjoined  Causes,  distinguishing  deaths  of  children 

under  five  years  of  age. 


Measles. 

Whooping 
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(B)  Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  new  cases  of  Infectious 
Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  during  the  year  1896,  in  the  St.  John’s  District  of  Wear- 
dale,  classified  according  to  Disease®,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Measles.  I  find,  on  reference  to  the  journal  kept  by  your 
late  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  that  the  Schools  in  Lanehead,  Wear- 
head,  St.  John’s  Chapel,  and  Westgate  were  all  closed  for  some  weeks 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  measles. 
Many  of  the  cases  were  of  a  severe  type,  and  four  deaths  occurred  in 
the  course  of  the  epidemic. 
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Typhoid  Fever  was  prevalent  at  Spot  House,  near  High 
Westgate,  early  in  1896.  There  were  four  cases  here  in  the  months  of 
January  and  February,  one  of  which  it  seems  was  a  “  severe  and  tedious 
case.”  Later  on  in  April,  there  was  another  case  at  the  Weeds,  near 
Westgate.  All  recovered,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  saw  that  the 
usual  precautions  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  the  disease  were 
rigidly  adopted.  Diligent  inquiries  were  made  to  discover  the  source 
of  the  Typhoid,  but  without  any  satisfactory  result. 

The  Notification  Act — came  into  operation  in  this  District 
in  June,  1896.  Since  its  adoption,  no  cases  have  been  notified.  It 
will,  I  believe,  prove  of  great  value  in  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of 
epidemics.  I  would  like  to  point  out,  in  relation  to  this  matter,  that 
ready  access  to  an  Isolation  Hospital  seems  to  me  inevitable,  as  the 
result  of  the  adoption  of  this  Act. 

No  such  hospital  exists  in  this  District,  and  I  respectfully  urge 
upon  your  Council  the  desirability  of  giving  full  consideration  to  this 
affair. 


GENEKAL  SANITATION. 

Inspection  Of  District. — Since  my  appointment  as  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  have,  in  special  visits,  carefully  and 
systematically  inspected  the  villages  of  Westgate,  St.  John’s  Chapel, 
Ireshopeburn,  West  Black  Dene,  Wearhead,  and  Cowshill,  in  company 
with  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Particulars  of  these  visits  are  incorporated  under  the  several  heads 
affecting  the  same. 

I  find  that  my  predecessor  visited  the  same  places  in  special  visits 
with  the  Inspector  in  April  last. 

I  may  add  that  I  practically  cover  the  whole  of  my  district  daily 
in  the  exercise  of  my  practice. 

Water  Supplies. — I  find  that  the  villages  of  Lanehead, 
Cowshill,  Wearhead,  West  Black  Dene,  St.  John’s  Chapel,  Daddrv 
Shields,  and  Westgate,  have  good  water  supplies  brought  by  your 
Council  within  these  last  few  years,  where  the  supplies  issue  from 


sandstone  rock.  It  is  distributed  by  means  of  stand  pipes  erected  at 
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convenient  places  for  public  use. 

The  supply  at  Ireshopeburn  is  from  two  sources,  and  might  be 
improved. 

The  supply  at  Windyside  also  wants  improving.  During  the  year 
three  houses  have  been  provided  with  a  private  water  supply. 

SewePS. — They  are  as  a  rule  stone  culverts,  and  are  not 
satisfactory. 

Your  Surveyor  has  pointed  out  and  explained  an  improved  scheme 
for  Westgate  Village,  which,  I  understand,  is  before  your  Council. 

Sanitary  Improvements. — Your  Inspector  informed 
me  that  during  the  year  new  privies  have  been  erected  at  Wearhead, 
West  Black  Dene,  Spot  House,  Westgate,  and  neighbourhood.  In  all 
there  were  nine,  not  including  one  in  connection  with  a  new  house. 
In  five  cases  the  new  buildings  were  to  replace  insanitary  and  bad 
buildings,  and  in  four  cases  the  privies  were  for  houses  previously  with¬ 
out  such  accommodation. 

Amongst  other  improvements  may  be  mentioned  new  spouting  at 
Westgate,  a  new  drainage  system  at  Kitty  Crag  for  two  houses,  and  the 
alteration  of  two  privies  and  one  piggery  at  Westgate  to  prevent  pollution. 

Nuisances. — The  general  nuisances  found  during  my  inspec¬ 
tion,  and  from  the  reports  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year, 
have  been  fpom  privies,  in  some  instances  the  fault  being  with 
the  buildings,  and,  in  five  cases,  these  have  been  replaced  by  new  ones  ; 
ashpits  through  neglect  of  clearing  away  the  refuse,  and,  in  one  or 
two  cases,  from  faulty  construction ;  butchePS’  middens,  slop 
nuisances,  accumulations  of  manure,  damp  surround¬ 
ings  of  premises,  piggeries,  &c. 

Slaughter  Houses. — These  are  generally  clean.  They 
are  small,  and  are  spread  over  a  large  area,  and  each  with  a  limited 
trade. 

Milk  — is  distributed  in  small  quantities,  as  the  villages  are  scat¬ 
tered  throughout  the  District. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds — might  be  greatly  improved  by 
thorough  ventilation.  Apropos  of  the  prevalence  in  this  district  of 
Phthisis  and  tubercular  disease  in  general,  it  may  be  well  to  mention 
that  the  udder  of  the  cow  is  a  favourite  seat  for  the  appearance  of 
tubercle,  and  it  is  now  universally  admitted  that  the  absence  of  light 
and  air  is  exactly  the  condition  which  tends  to  the  development  of  the 
disease.  For  a  great  part  of  the  winter  season  in  this  district  the  cows 
are  kept  and  fed  in  sheds  or  byres  which  are  badly  ventilated  and  have 
little  light.  Under  these  conditions  it  is  easily  conceivable  how 
tubercular  germs  find  their  way  in  the  milk,  and  by  means  of  this  ready 
vehicle  might  convey  the  disease  to  the  human  subject. 


SANITARY  REQUIREMENTS. 

(i.)  An  Isolation  Hospital  with  suitable  Ambulance  and  Disin¬ 
fecting  Apparatus. 

(2.)  Refuse  depots  for  the  different  villages. 

(3.)  Sanitary  pipe  drainage  for  the  villages. 


St.  John’s  Chapel, 
January  25 th,  1897 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  EASTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


WOLSINGHAM  DISTRICT. 


Gentlemen, 

The  following  is  my  Report  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
Wolsingham  District  for  the  year  1896. 
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Estimated 

Population. 
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Rate. 

Death 
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Births. — The  births  for  the  year  were  103,  consisting  of : — 

Males  ...  ...  56. 

Females  ...  ...  46. 

In  1895,  the  births  were  106,  consisting  of: — 

Males  ...  ...  56. 

Females...  ...  50. 

It  is  remarkable  that  for  the  years  1893,  1895,  1896,  there  were 
56  boys  registered  each  year. 


Deaths. — During  the  year  1896  there  were  64  deaths  registered 
from  all  causes,  two  of  these  took  place  outside  my  district  but  belonged 
to  it,  while  four  deaths  within  the  district  were  of  persons  not  belonging 
to  it.  I  herefore,  the  total  number  to  be  credited  to  the  district  is  60. 

Of  these  deaths,  37  were  males,  27  were  females. 

The  phthisis  death  rate  was  1*14. 

There  were  four  deaths  from  phthisis,  two  of  which  were  brought 
into  the  district  a  day  or  two  before  death. 

The  respiratory  death-rate  was  176. 

Of  the  deaths  occurring  during  the  year — 

4  were  above  80  years. 
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The  deaths  under  one  year  were  from  the  following  causes: — 

4  were  due  to  premature  birth. 

3  ,,  debility  from  birth. 

3  ,,  bronchitis. 

i  ,,  suffocation. 

3  ,,  other  causes. 

Six  died  within  eight  days,  six  within  six  months,  and  two  over  six 
months  of  birth. 

Infectious  Disease. — We  have  this  year  suffered  more 
from  infectious  disease  than  usual.  In  May,  some  cases  of  diphtheria 
amongst  children  attending  the  Wesleyan  school  came  to  my  knowledge. 

On  the  25th  July  the  Notification  Act  came  into  force  in  my 
district,  since  which  have  been  notified — 

2  cases  of  Diphtheria. 

2  cases  of  Enteric  Fever. 

2  cases  of  Erysipelas. 

Besides  these  we  have  had  about  50  cases  of  Measles  in  the  latter 
half  of  the  year. 

The  commencement  of  the  Diphtheria  I  am  of  opinion  was  due  to 
importation. 

The  outbreak  of  Measles  took  place  entirely  in  the  infant  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  National  Schools,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  was  due  to 
an  accumulation  of  dust  which  was  removed  during  the  re-boarding  of 
the  floor. 

The  National  Schools  were  closed  by  the  Managers  at  this  time  for 
private  reasons,  so  that  there  was  a  favourable  opportunity  for  cleaning 
and  disinfecting,  which  was  taken  advantage  of. 

I  could  find  no  cause  for  the  two  cases  of  enteric  fever,  which  were 
both  in  one  house.  The  drainage  was  good. 

Water  Supply. — In  Wolsingham,  17  more  houses  have 
been  supplied  with  water  by  the  Weardale  and  Waskerly  Company. 

The  Thornley  supply  is  very  good. 

SewePS. — These  have  been  frequently  inspected  by  your 
Inspector  and  myself,  and  are  in  good  order. 
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New  drains  have  been  constructed  at  three  houses  at  the  co. 
operative  buildings,  to  three  houses  in  the  mill  yard,  new  drainage  and 
w.c.  at  Mr.  Batty’s,  a  new  drain  to  Mr.  Rutter’s  houses,  Upper  Town, 
new  drainage  at  the  Police  Station,  new  drainage  to  three  houses  at 
Love’s  Brewery,  and  to  Mr.  Nixon’s  three  houses  in  Upper  Town. 

I  have  frequently  inspected  the  sewerage  field,  and  think  that  there 
has  not  been  as  much  care  used  during  last  year  in  the  distribution  of 
the  sewage  as  should  be  given  to  it. 

Improvements.— A  new  privy  and  covered  ashpit  erected 
at  the  Co-operative  store. 

Two  at  Hound  Hill  to  replace  two  bad  ones. 

One  at  Melbourne  Place. 

Three  new  privies  and  two  covered  ashpits  at  Mr.  J,  J.  Devey’s 
property. 

Several  in  connection  with  new  houses. 

Spouting  and  other  improvements  at  the  brewery  property  and  at 
Mrs.  Harrison’s. 

The  ashpit  at  Mr.  Mitchel’s,  improved. 

A  new  wall  and  manure  stead  in  the  Golden  Lion  yard. 

Spouting  and  other  improvements  at  a  house  in  Thornley. 

Spouting  and  new  midden  stead  at  Holywell  Farm. 

Improved  ashpit  and  privy  at  Newton’s  property. 

Improvements  at  the  police  station. 

Improvements  at  Mr.  Nixon’s  three  houses — two  new  out-offices. 

Nuisances. —  These  included  full  ashpits  and  privies,  accumu¬ 
lations  of  manure,  leakage  from  out-offices. 

Butchers’  middens,  in  respect  to  which  special  printed  notices  were 
issued  to  all  butchers  in  Wolsingham  to  have  their  ashpits  cleaned  out 
every  week,  and  early  in  the  morning. 

A  printed  notice  was  issued  by  your  Council  in  respect  to  deposits 
in  the  streets  of  ashes  and  night  soil,  when  cleaning  out  ashpits  and 
privies.  These  notices  have  had  a  very  good  effect. 

Inspections. — Special  and  general  inspections  have  been 
made  throughout  the  year  individually,  and  accompanied  by  your 
Inspector. 


Sanitary  Action, — Notices  have  been  given  to  abate 
Nuisances,  such  as  accumulations  of  manure,  leakage  from  out-offices, 
to  clean  out  ashpits. 

Four  houses  in  the  Meeting  House  Lane  not  fit  for  habitation 
have  been  closed. 

One  dangerous  building  in  the  Market  Place  taken  down. 

Two  dangerous  buildings  in  the  Grey  Bull  yard  made  safe. 

A  slaughter-house  and  stable  in  a  dangerous  condition  in  Rains’ 
Yard  taken  down. 

All  houses,  where  infectious  disease  has  required  it,  have  been 
disinfected ;  also  Wesleyan  Schools. 

In  all  cases  of  infectious  disease,  disinfectants  have  been  supplied 
free  of  cost. 

New  Houses. — A  new  Mechanics’  Institute. 

Three  houses,  Mill  Yard. 

Three  houses  in  Dobinson’s  Yard. 

One  house  in  Lydgate  Terrace. 

One  new  slaughter-house,  Upper  Town. 

Lodg’ing'-Houses. — None  registered. 

Slaug’hteP-Houses. — These  have  been  regularly  inspected, 
and  are  kept  clean. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.— Many  of  the  byres  would  be 
better  for  a  coat  of  limewash. 


I  am,  your  obedient  Servant, 


WOLSINGHAM, 

January  30 ///,  1897. 


T.  V.  DEVEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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DERWENT  DISTRICT. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  your  notice  my  Report  for  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1896. 

The  Derwent  District  comprises  the  parishes  of  Hunstanworth  and 
Edmondbyers,  and  covers  an  area  of  13,144  acres,  with  a  population, 
according  to  the  census  of  1891,  of  523.  The  soil  is  almost  entirely 
moorland  and  permanent  pasture,  and  is  well  watered  by  the  river 
Derwent,  which  runs  through  the  district.  The  altitude  varies  from 
700  to  1,800  feet  above  the  sea-level. 

Vital  Statistics.— i  welve  births  and  four  deaths  have  been 
registered,  equivalent  to  a  birth-rate  of  22*9,  and  a  death-rate  of  7*64 
per  1,000.  The  deaths  occurred  at  the  following  ages : — 75,  58,  50, 
and  14  years  respectively,  and  were  all  due  to  non-infectious  causes. 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  Infectious  Diseases  (Notifi¬ 
cation)  Act  is  now  in  operation,  but  no  cases  have  occurred. 

Water  Supply. — This  is  abundant  and  of  good  quality, 
derived  from  mountain  springs.  Public  supplies  are  provided  at  the 
small  villages  of  Edmondbyers  and  Ruffside.  About  100  yards  of 
additional  cast-iron  pipes  have  been  laid  down  during  the  year  at 
Edmondbyers,  and  another  stand-pipe  erected  to  supply  the  lower  part 
of  the  village.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  complaint  was  made  that 
the  supply  at  Townfield  was  polluted.  The  water  was  however,  on 
examination,  found  to  be  of  good  quality.  The  pipe  track  was 
improved,  and  the  Trough  raised,  repaired,  and  covered.  No  further 
complaint  has  been  made. 

Excrement  Disposal,  and  Disposal  of  House¬ 
hold  Refuse. — All  the  houses  are  provided  with  privies,  and  most 
of  them  have  also  covered  ashpits. 

Some  of  the  cow  byres  are  adjacent  to  houses,  and  many  of  the 
middens  are  very  large,  and  only  emptied  at  long  intervals. 
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Burial  Grounds. — There  are  two  churchyards,  which  are 
sufficient  for  all  requirements. 

Isolation  Hospital  and  Disinfecting*  Appa¬ 
ratus. — None. 

Regulated  Buildings  and  Trades.— There  are  no 
common  lodging-houses.  There  is  one  slaughter-house,  which  is  kept 
clean.  Dairies  and  cow-sheds  kept  clean.  There  are  two  schools, 
which  are  kept  in  good  sanitary  condition.  No  offensive  trades. 

Dwellings  of  the  Poorer  Classes.— These  are  in  a 
fair  state  of  repair.  No  case  of  overcrowding  has  been  observed. 
There  are  about  six  back-to-back  houses  at  Rufifside. 

Byelaws  for  New  Streets  and  Buildings  came  into  operation  on 
September  16th. 

Nuisances. — These  consisted  chiefly  of  accumulations  of  cow 
manure,  and  manure  from  piggeries  at  Ruffside,  and  leakage  from 
manure  heap  at  Edmondbyers.  They  have  been  in  great  measure 
abated.  No  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken. 

Inspection  Of  District. — Periodical  visits  of  inspection 
have  been  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself,  and  the  district 
is  under  my  daily  observation. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  J.  CONNON. 


1 2 th  January ,  1897. 


